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Child Find 
 
 
Virginia Regulations Governing Special Education impose a requirement for school divisions to 
identify and evaluate every child in Virginia who may be in need of special education services. 
This requirement is outlined in the child find mandate. The regulation seeks to ensure that every 
eligible child is located, identified and evaluated. A referral for evaluation can be made by 
ANYONE. The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act states that a referral must be in 
writing. Virginia relaxes this rule and will allow for a referral to be made verbally. dLCV, 
however, strongly encourages parents to make every request for referral in writing. A good rule 
of thumb is “If it is not in writing, it never happened.” 
 
Once a formal referral for evaluations has been made the school division must take one of three 
courses of action. First, the school division may agree to evaluate. The parent will be asked to 
sign consent to evaluate forms, the parent will be given a copy of their parental rights and 
procedural safeguards. Second, the school division may respond by initiating remedial measures 
called response to intervention strategies.  
 
Response to intervention strategies seek to assist a child who is struggling in school to reach and 
maintain grade level and age appropriate functioning. If the school division pursues response to 
intervention strategies, the parent is still provided with a copy of parental rights and procedural 
safeguards. The school must also provide the parent with a prior written notice which details the 
action requested, the school division’s purpose for refusing the proposed action and what action 
was taken instead. The school division must set a date to reconvene the team considering the 
referral for evaluation to measure the effectiveness of the response to intervention and re-
determine whether evaluations would be appropriate. 
 
Finally, the school division may refuse to evaluate a referred child. If the school division refuses 
to evaluate a child, the school division must provide the parent with parental rights and 
procedural safeguards. The school must also provide the parent with a prior written notice which 
details the action requested, the school division’s purpose for refusing the proposed action and 
what action was taken instead.  


