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When Should a Functional Behavioral Assessment be 
Conducted 

 
 
The law requires a school division to consider providing positive behavioral supports when a 
child’s behavior gets in the way of learning for the child or others. A school MUST conduct a 
manifestation determination review (MDR) when a child’s conduct warrants suspension for more 
than ten days. A suspension which is for longer than ten days is considered by law, a change in 
placement. The ten days do not have to be consecutive to constitute a change in placement. There 
can be a compilation of shorter suspensions for the same or similar behavior and that happen 
fairly close in time.  
 
The MDR team reviews the child’s records and the behavior to determine if the behavior is a 
manifestation of the child’s disability. If the behavior is found to be a manifestation of the child’s 
disability, the school division must conduct a functional behavioral assessment (FBA) and 
implement a behavior intervention plan. The law only REQUIRES a school division to conduct 
an FBA when a child’s behavior is found to be a manifestation of a child’s disability during a 
manifestation determination review hearing.  
 
You, however, have the right to request an FBA any time you believe your child’s behavior is 
getting in the way of access to education. Behaviors may be hindering access to education if your 
child is spending excessive amounts of time in in-school suspension or out of school 
suspensions. Sometimes school divisions will simply ask parents to pick up a child without 
formally suspending the child. Any time a child is out of school is considered by the law when 
determining whether behavior is hindering access to education and to determine if a change in 
placement has occurred warranting an MDR.  
 
This online resource includes a letter to a school division formally requesting a functional 
behavioral assessment. Remember, like all evaluations, the FBA must be completed and an IEP 
meeting convened to draft a behavioral intervention plan (BIP) within 65 days. 


